
IT is a very small handwritten chit, almost indecipherable
unless one has a reference book to identify it and tell where

it was produced and used. That helps to confirm that the chit
was written in German. The fact that this item originated in
Turkey and was from a conflict that happened 94 years ago
would not be apparent. The only two references that I have
been able to find have been in “Banknotes of the Ottoman
Empire” by M.S. Tezcakin and G Kayral and the catalogue
“Papiergeld Spezial Katalog Deutschland” by A. Pick and J-
V Rixen.

The first entry in English in the book by Tezcakin and Kavral
states that the chit represents a German camp currency in
Samsun in 1916, a town on the north coast of Turkey on the
Black Sea.

First World War 1914-1919
Although the Ottoman Empire was the “sick man of the

Middle East” at the beginning of the First World War, the
Central Powers saw value in helping the Turks organise and
train their army.

German officers acted as advisors to the Turkish Army,
primarily on its western front that was fighting the Allies in
the Dardanelles. However its eastern front was also involved
with the German Caucasus expedition against the Tsarist
forces in the Russo-Turkish campaign of 1916-1917. This
campaign attracted the interest of many Georgian émigrés and
students in Western Europe who saw it as a chance to strike a
blow against the Tsarist regime.

However the reaction of the Georgians to the outbreak of
war was mixed. As Christians, many shared the Armenians’
fear and loathing of the Turk and were happy to support the
Russian war effort; others, including extremists both on the
nationalist wing and among the revolutionary groups, hoped
for a Russian defeat at the hands of Germany and Austria, to
be followed eventually by a new order for the peoples of the
Tsarist empire.

In 1914, a Governing Committee of Independent Georgia
was formed under the patronage of the German government,

with branches in Austro-Hungary and in Turkey. At the same
time the Caucasus region was becoming a major battleground.
By 1915, Russian forces were pushing southwest into eastern
Turkey from bases in the Caucasus, although with limited
success. As part of the Russian Empire, Georgia officially
backed the Allies, although it stood to gain little from victory
by either side. As a consequence, a German expedition to the
Caucasus was formed in the same year to counter the Russ-
ian advance. This expedition incorporated a body of Georgian
volunteers, who thus became known as the Georgian Legion.

The Georgian Legion
The Georgian Legion was formed in 1915 by Count Friedrich

Werner von der Schulenburg, a former German vice-consul
in Tiflis, who was then serving as a German liaison officer
with the Ottoman 3rd Army. He was supported by the Ger-
man-based “Committee of Independent Georgia.” The rein-
forcements were raised largely from prisoners of war and
from the Muslim Georgian areas and Lazistan. Consisting of
about 1,500 soldiers, the Legion was first commanded by a
German, Lieutenant Horst Schliephack. The highest-ranking
Georgian officer of the Legion was Leo Kereselidze who, after
disagreements with the Ottoman government over the inde-
pendence of Georgia, was later involved in the creation of the
national army of Georgia and promoted to major general when
the country gained independence.

The Georgian Legion joined the German Caucasus Expe-
dition during the Russo-Turkish campaign of 1916-17 and was
stationed in the mountains east of Tirebolu, on the banks of
the Harshit River not far from the Black Sea.The headquarters
of the Georgian Committee at that time were in Samsun, and
later in Kerasunt. The Legion was originally intended to pro-
mote a revolt in Russian-held Georgia, and remained under
German control, while the Ottomans sought to use it as a
normal battalion within their army.

In the end the Legion took very little part in the fighting, and
remained stationed on the Black Sea coast at Giresun until
disbanded in January 1917, by which time relations between
the German-backed Georgian Committee and the Ottoman
government had become strained. The former Georgian volun-
teer officers later joined the National Army of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia in 1918.
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