
Note Printing Branch asked to supply Japanese Invasion
Money for the Netherlands East Indies

The letters were tucked away at the back of a file that the
Reserve Bank Archivist had copied for me. It had very little to
do with the subject that I was investigating.True, the topic was
military in nature, however it was five years earlier than the
subject I had requested! The three sheets of photocopied paper
were letters, and while I was engrossed in the correspondence
regarding replica Japanese invasion currency that had been
reported in Brisbane and the receipts and diary notes so beloved
by bureaucrats, I was looking for something else and it was only
on the second reading that I realised the meaning of the contents.

The letters
The first was on letterhead from the Netherlands Indies

Commission for Australia and New Zealand who had their
office at Temple Court, 422 Collins Street, Melbourne C1, phone
numbers M1988-MU2132, cable and telegraphic address -
BOGORCOM. Their reference was ‘In reply please quote
Q8/8560. The letter was dated October 5th 1942 and it read:-

This letter had a covering typewritten memorandum from
one of the signatories of the original that read:-

How it started
In January 1941, an aggressive Japanese negotiating team

arrived in Batavia in the Netherlands East Indies (NEI) and
during the next few months put increasing pressure on the
Dutch to join the “East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere.” By the
middle of May this had become an ultimatum, and on June 6
the NEI government replied that no concessions would be made
to Japan, and all strategic products including oil and rubber
had been contracted to the US and Britain. In July, Japanese
assets in the NEI were frozen and by the end of November,
Dutch naval forces began mobilising. On December 8 Japanese
forces invaded Malaya and the Philippines, and the Nether-
lands declared war on Japan. On January 10 1942 Japanese
forces invaded the NEI in Kalimantan and Sulawesi. By the
end of March they had occupied most of the territory and the
last Dutch force on Sumatra surrendered. From April to October
Japan established garrisons through out the NEI. However
Japanese military advances in the Pacific stopped as their
commanders were told to organise pro-Japanese sentiments in
occupied areas. Propaganda was made to sound as if Japanese
authorities were an improvement over Dutch rule, however
after troops stole food, requisitioned  clothing and other supplies,
took women as ‘comfort women’ for the use of troops and

A SECRET OF WAR
JAPANESE INVASION CURRENCY PRINTED IN AUSTRALIA FOR DUTCH ALLIES! by Tony James

Dear Sir,
In order to effectively prosecute the war against Japan

the Government of the Netherlands East Indies con-
siders it essential to have at its disposal supplies
of currency similar to that issued by Japan for circula-
tion in the Netherlands East Indies.

The need is urgent and we have to request you to
arrange to supply us as soon as they can be printed
with the following quantities of notes which resem-
ble as closely as possible the specimen notes handed
to your Melbourne manager.

1/2 gulden 12,800 pieces
10 cents 30,000 pieces
5 cents 10,000 pieces
1 cent 10,000 pieces

When completed we should be glad if you would
deliver the notes to the order of Dr. R. E. Smits as they
may be required by him.

Yours faithfully

NETHERLANDS INDIES COMMISSION
FOR AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

signed                         signed
Dr J.E.van Hoogstraten                   Dr R.E.Smits
Chief-Commissioner           Commissioner

The letter was addressed to:-

The Governor
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
SYDNEY

Dr R. E. Smits,Temple Court 422 Collins Street Melbourne
dated Melbourne 5th October 1942, addressed to :- The
Governor Commonwealth Bank of Australia, SYDNEY

Dear Sir,
I am enclosing herewith request from the Nether-

lands East Indies Government that you would be good
enough to print for that Government supplies of cur-
rency similar to that issued by Japan for circulation in
the Netherlands East Indies.

The Javasche Bank hopes that you will be able to
supply the notes required.

Signed
Dr R. E. Smits
Managing Director Javasche Bank.

Hand written across the side of this letter is the follow-
ing note by B. Latham who was Secretary of the Note
Issue Department:-

I saw Mr Chiffley at Canberra on 30.9.42 & told him of
Dr Smits’ wishes including his views regarding absolute
secrecy. I stated that we proposed to meet Dr Smits’ wishes
provided Mr Chiffley raised no serious objections. Mr
Chiffley said he fully appreciated that action of this sort
is necessary in war; that the Axis is already doing what we
propose to do & he is quite satisfied for us to go ahead
He will leave the whole matter in our hands

Initialled B. L. 5/10/42 and what appear to be the initials
of H.T.Armitage as Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank of Australia.(This has been confirmed through
other correspondence sighted including his initials)



men for forced labour, the opinion of the nationals turned
against their new overlords.

In November a revolt in Aceh was put down by the Japanese
and in December the first internment camp for Dutch women
was opened at Ambarawa. In January 1942 the Australian
guerillas began to evacuate East Timor and on February 10 the
last of them left after a year of fighting in the mountainous
interior of the island.

NEI government in exile
While most of the military forces of the NEI were captured

and imprisoned, many of the Dutch government staff managed
to escape to Australia.The Netherlands East Indies Commission
for Australia and New Zealand was formally created in April
1942. Its offices in Collins Street, Melbourne were to look after
the commercial interests in Australia. By mid 1943 further

premises had been acquired on St Kilda Road and the
ambassadorial residence and Chancellery was at Mugga Way,
Canberra.The different offices spread around the country made
communication difficult. So in mid 1944, a new situation for
the NEI ‘government-in-exile’ was created and established at
“Camp Columbia” at Wacol near Brisbane Queensland. Housing
nearly 2,000 military and civilian personnel it remained the
most important Dutch base until the end of the war.

Signatories
The signatories on the letter of request  shed some light on

the method and responsibility of the NEI government and
Javasche Bank in Australia. Dr. J. E. van Hoogstraten signs as
Chief Commissioner of the Netherlands Indies Commission.
He was, in 1944, holding the position of Director of Economic
Affairs and acting General Secretary of the Government. Dr
R. E. Smits signs as Commissioner of the Commission as well
as holding his other position as Managing Director of the
Javasche Bank. Smits later became the Director of Finance of
the NI Government and after the war became President of
De Javasche Bank in 1947. Two years later the bank was
declared as the central bank of Indonesia and in 1953 it was
nationalised to become Bank Negara Indonesia.

The signatories on the second request for the notes in January
1943 were signed by C. O. Van der Plas - Chief Commissioner,
and by J. van Holst Pellekaan - Secretary. Charles Olke Van
der Plass was a long time civil servant in the NEI serving as
Governor of East Java and member of the Council of the Indies.
He became chairman of the Netherlands Indies Commission
in Australia and New Zealand and also took an active part
in promoting the war effort and liberation of the colony from
the Japanese. After the war he was chief Civil Affairs Officer
on Java and served until the transfer of sovereignty to the
Republic of Indonesia. A linguist and expert on Islam he was

Left: The NEI Commission for Australia and New Zealand’s letter to the Governor of the Commonwealth Bank requesting that Japanese
Invasion Currency be. reproduced. Right: The De Javasche Bank’s memorandum urging that the request be fulfilled. The handwritten
note (by B. Latham, Secretary of the Note Issue Department) tells of the request being referred to and approved by Prime Minister Chifley.

HNLMS DeRuyter, a light cruiser of the Royal Netherlands
Navy, destroyed by Japanese naval forces in the Battle of the Java
Sea on 27th February 1942 (Photo: Koninklijke Marine)



considered a danger to the Indonesian independence movement
because of the influence he was able to exert on the population.
J. van Holst Pellekaan signing as Secretary was the Nether-
lands Consul  in Sydney who had previously corresponded
with Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies in January 1941 when
organising a military mission from Australia to go to the NEI
for secret staff conferences.

Second request
The third letter or second request was dated 20th

January 1943 on the same headed paper. It reads:-

The letter has the initials of B. Latham dated 3.3.43 and a
notation made on the bottom of the letter:- NB This document
and two attachments were passed on to Archives section by
Mr L.K. Wilson on his retirement. Mr Wilson was formerly a
Secretary of the Note Issue Department. It is understood he
was personally entrusted with the documents by Mr H. R.
Longmuir Initialled (HEH?) 12/10/73

Mr Longmuir was employed by the Commonwealth Bank
from 1928 to 1973 however he was called up for war duty in
January 1941 and did not resume his duties with the bank
until after the war On his return in 1945 he was employed
within the Secretary’s Department as Overseas and Exchange
Officer. It was later in 1954, that he became Assistant
Investment Adviser and soon after took over additional duties
of Secretary Note Issue Department.

So it appears that this file or details were maintained within
Note Issue Department for a period of time being handed down
by the Secretary in charge at the time, until 1973 when it was
received into Archives

JIM issues for NEI
The Japanese Invasion Money issued by the Japanese

Government for the Netherlands East Indies was issued
in the following denominations and block letters and serial
numbers, all of which commence with the letter “S” which
indicates they were issued for Netherlands East Indies rep-
resenting Sumatra:-

One Cent 
The one cent note has either two block letters in the

range from SA to SZ or Fractional block letters in the range
from S/AA to S/GX

Five Cents
The initial series had the letter ‘S’ followed by a one or two
digit serial number ranging from 1 to 31. Block letters
ranged from SA to SZ before continuing as fractional range
from S/AA to S/GX

Dear Sir,
Referring to our letter dated 5th October 1942 to the

Governor of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, we
beg to inform you that our stock of the special notes
you have printed for us, is nearly exhausted. This paper
has proved to be very useful and we request you to
print for us the same quantity as in October, viz.:

1/2 guilders ±13,000 pieces
10 cents " 30,000 pieces
5 cents " 10,000 pieces
1 cent " 10,000 pieces

When completed we should be glad if you would
deliver the notes to our Commission as they may be
required.

Yours faithfully
NETHERLANDS INDIES COMMISSION
FOR AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND.

Signed                                    signed
Ch. O. Van der Plas J.van Holst Pellekaan
Chief-Commissioner Secretary

This letter was addressed to:-
The Manager
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
MELBOURNE

The NEI Commission For Australia and New Zealand’s letter requesting
that additional supplies of Japanese Invasion Currency be printed, stocks
being nearly exhausted, the “paper” having proved to be “very useful.”

One cent with 2 block letters and fractional block letters (front).



Ten Cents
The initial series had the letter ‘S’ followed by a one or two

digit serial number ranging from 1 to 31. Block letters ranged
from SA to SZ before continuing as fractional range from
S/AA to S/EX

Half Gulden
The series had block letters ranged from SA to SK before

continuing as block letters ‘SL’ which is by far the most common.
These notes were issued from 1942 and are identified by the

heading “De Japansche Regeering” - Japanese Government.
The currency series continues with one, five and  ten gulder
denominations. There is another series issued in Roepiah for
one hundred and one thousand denominations, that is of a
similar design. These carry the heading “Pemerintah Dai
Nippon”- Great Japanese Government.

A further series with denominations of half, one , five, ten
and one hundred in Roepiah were issued in 1943 and have

the heading “Dai Nippon Teikoku Seihu” - Great Japanese
Empire and Government.These also have the ‘S’ prefix and are
believed to be an attempt to again conciliate the invaded
population with the Japanese military and civil administration.

Where the notes were used
The total number of notes produced in Australia is only

125,800 for all denominations, which is a minuscule number
compared to the total production by the Japanese which runs
into many millions. Research, so far, has not revealed known
areas of usage. It would seem likely that the notes were used
by government-endorsed clandestine activities within the
occupied areas of the NEI. The low denomination currency
notes would indicate that they were used to pay native assis-
tants and it has been recorded that a porter earned forty cents
a day while working for District Officers in the occupied areas.
Some of the known activities supported by the NEI govern-
ment are as follows:-

Gerindo
Gerindo (Gerakan Rakjat Indonesia, Indonesian People’s

Movement) was a national political party formed in May 1937
and one of its leaders was Amir Sjarifuddin who is said to
have received funds from the Dutch government-in-exile to
support his resistance movement against the Japanese. He was
arrested in January 1943 and sentenced to death, however
Sukarno intervened on his behalf.

Eechoud
Forces led by Jan Eechoud a commissioner of Police in

Manokwari and a Reserve officer in the KNIL (Koninklijk
Nederlands Indisch Leger - Royal Dutch Indies Army) who with
a small party of Ambonese and Papuans took to the jungle when
the Japanese arrived. His party tried from previously prepared

Five Cents with either serial numbers,
or two block letters or Fractional block letters

Ten cents with either serial numbers
or two block letters or Fractional block letters

Half Gulden with
either block letters or fractional Block letters

Japanese paratroopers landing at Palembang, Southern Sumatra on
14th February, 1942 (Photo: http://members.lycos.co.uk/tigerbrigade/)




